Custer Township Board Meeting Minutes
Date: September 16, 2025

Time: 1:30

Location: Custer Township Hall

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Supervisor Tom Trenner at 1:30pm.

Pledge of Allegiance
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Roll Call

Board Members Present: Tom Trenner — Supervisor, Rachel Bendele — Clerk, Carey
Jolly — Treasurer, George Allison — Trustee, Sue Hansen — Trustee

Guests: Aldon Meleckas, Pual Toppen, Bob Ohse, Theresa & Louisa- Representatives
from DTE

Approval of Previous Minutes
A motion to approve last meeting minutes as submitted was made by Carey and
supported by George. Motion Carried.

Approval of Agenda

Tom requested we add discussion on the estimate of the mower deck from Kubota for
the cemetery to new business.

A motion to approve the agenda with the change was made by Sue and

supported by George.

Motion carried.

Public Comment

Mr. Meleckas provided comments on a recent commissioner meeting he attended
stating Commissioner Kreiger stated people would complain to their townships about
smart meters. He distributed a couple of letters that he had written, and expressed
concerns about Smart Meters and the potential for power companies to control
electricity. He also suggested that the Township host town meetings for the community
members to get together to tell the board what they want them to do.



Mr. Toppen wanted to express appreciation for the hidden drive sign that was put up
on Reek Rd but also wanted to let the board know that it's not helping. He thinks a
study needs to be done on the speed and feels 55 MPH is too fast. He also had
concerns about the dust and that the county only brined once this year.

Mr. Ohse said he was meeting people from DTE energy and that they were running late
and he didn’t have anything to discuss at this time.

Clerk’s Report
Rachel provided a written report and shared highlights. Highlights

included: e« Attending several meetings and getting prepped for election
day.

» Continuing to work through the Clerk trainings and looking for opportunities to
network and meet other Clerks to learn and share best practices

« An overview of the August 5" Election - 202 voters, 5 election inspectors

« provided an outline of the expenses that will be billed for reimbursement by
the school and rural fire department

» Preparing for the November election
« Election Equipment testing on 9/25 at the courthouse at 3:00.

« An election commission meeting needs to be scheduled to approve
election inspectors.

» The clerk is trying to get election inspectors trained for future elections and
encouraged board members to consider getting certified in case of
emergency.

Rachel presented the August and September bill reports for board approval. A
motion to approve payment of bills made by Carey, supported by Sue. Motion
carried.

Treasurer’s Report
Carey highlighted the following:



» The last day for summer taxes before interest was 9/15/25

» The perpetual care CD matured and was renewed for six months

« The township is changing credit card service from Point and Pay to BSNA

due to Point and Pay's frequent downtime.

« There has been issues with Point and Pay regarding the switchover date, but it's
being resolved.

» The township received its revenue sharing payment for May and

June. « Warren Group purchased a copy of the 2025 tax roll.

» The township received a payment from the State of Michigan for qualified
heavy equipment rental personal property for the first time. ($1.14).

Supervisor’s Report
Nothing to report.

New Business

Tom presented an estimate from Kubota for a new mower deck for the cemetery -
$3810 There was discussion and review of the budget. Tom made a motion to
approve purchase of the mower deck at $3810, second by George. Motion Carried.

Additional Public Comment
DTE representative Theresa shared information on solar projects in neighboring
townships that includes land signed in Northern Custer Township. They shared

information on the following:

« DTE worked with the county to amend their ordinance to make solar
projects workable, but the changes were not approved.

« DTE prefers to stay local and has not taken any projects to the MPSC
(Michigan Public Service Commission).

« If a renewable project can't stay local, developers can submit their application to
the state for approval.



 Since the County didn’t approve the changes needed Sherman Township decided to
become township zoned to move a project forward — without guarantee that the
project would move forward.

« If DTE releases parcels, another developer could come in and go to State
Sighting. « DTE believes it builds the best projects and cares about communities.
DTE wants to work with communities to build projects locally, but sometimes it's
not possible.

» Projects need to work within multiple townships to connect to the grid and currently
Sherman township doesn’t have a way to connect to the grid and would need to
access through properties in Custer Township.

« DTE has land signed in the northern part of Custer Township.
« DTE is not actively pursuing more land in Custer Township.

« DTE will communicate with the township if they decide to pursue
a state siting approval.

« DTE will find out the exact acreage signed in Custer Township and send it to
the board.

« Infrastructure improvements are needed to prevent blackouts and brownouts.

Mr. Ohse spoke to reiterate the concern- if DTE doesn’t move forward with the project

that another company might come in and go to the state for approval and not do as
good of a job.

Announcements

The next regular Township Board Meeting is scheduled for November 18, 2025 at 1:30
PM.

Adjournment

A motion to adjourn was made by Sue and supported by George. Motion
carried. Meeting adjourned at 3:23pm.

Minutes respectfully submitted by:
Rachel Bendele — Custer Township Clerk



