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Custer Township Board Meeting Minutes
Date: May 19, 2026
Time: 4:00
Location: Custer Township Hall

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Supervisor, Tom Trenner, at 4:00pm. 
Recite Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call
Board Members Present: Tom Trenner - Supervisor, Rachel Bendele – Clerk, Carey Jolly – Treasurer, George Allison – Trustee, Sue Hansen – Trustee
Guests Present: Nancy Vandervest- Assessor, Kathy Rodell, Alicia Guerra
Approval of Minutes
A motion to approve the minutes for the 3/17/26 meeting as presented was made by Sue and supported by Carey. Motion Carried.

Approval of Agenda
A motion to approve the agenda was made by Rachel and supported by Carey. Motion carried.

Public Comment
· Township Assessor Nancy Vandervest gave a report on 
· Board of Review (BOR)
· Increase in State Equalized Value and Taxable Value
· There are 1012 parcels in Custer Township (956 real, 56 personal)
· Next BOR meeting is July 21 at 9:00am
· Assessor contract is up the end of 2026 and the rates will be going up in the new contract. 

· Kathy is the Treasurer for Branch Township and visiting other meetings to observe

· Alicia was attending with some questions on what is going on across the road at Mason County Road Commission. She expressed interest in learning more about local government and has expressed interest to run for Deb’s seat on the Village board. 

Clerk’s Report
A written report was submitted 
Highlights on meetings attended, Election dates and duties include-
· 03/26 - Public Test 9-11am, 04/17 - Ballot Bag and Container Certification 9-3pm 04/20 - New Election Inspector Training 3-5pm, 04/29 - Clerk/Election Inspector Training - 9-11am, 2-4pm, 530-730pm, 05/03 - Mandatory Clerk hours 7a-3p 
· 05/05  ELECTION DAY - 136 Voters 
· Bridgett Hansen was sworn in as Deputy Clerk
· Received 3 checks back from IRS payroll tax overpayments - $7459.63 
· Been in touch with several CPA’s received 3 proposals

Rachel presented 3 proposals from CPA firms to perform Audits, file the F-65, and help with periodic questions. 

A motion to go with UHY, LLP Accounting Firm was made by Tom and supported by Carey.   Motion Carried. 
	
Payables for April and May were presented to the Board for approval. 
A motion to accept the payables as presented was made by Sue and supported by George. 
Motion Carried.  

Treasurer’s Report
Carey submitted a written report of the financial accounts. Highlights include-
· Received the State Revenue Sharing Funds.
· The withheld funds for the late F65 filing were received back on May 14th
· Received payment for 425 agreement from City of Scottville. 
· Closeout requirements for the SLFR funds that were awarded as COVID relief. The requirements were completed and submitted. The Treasury has begun the closeout review. 
· Requested escrow parcels from mortgage companies- once received they will be submitted to Equalization so tax bills can be printed and mailed out July 1st, 2026.
· Sent new meeting times to Sheriff Cole and Ron Bacon
· Contacted Todd Sorensen about mowing this year. 
· Updated flyer for Cemetery Rules and Regulations

Supervisors Report
Tom presented the bids from MCRC for Brining, Wilson Rd, and Bean Rd. 

A motion was made to accept the bid for Brining from MCRC by Tom and supported by George. Motion Carried. 

A motion was made by Tom to accept the bid from MCRC to have select wedging and chipseal for $69575.17 and was supported by Sue. Motion Carried.

We had a positive balance remaining from the 2025-2026 budget year for road work not completed. A motion was made by Tom to amend the budget and carry over the $71678.96 from the 2025-2026 budget into roads for 2026-2027 budget and supported by Sue. Motion Carried. 


New Business

Great Lakes Energy sent a letter for a franchise agreement. Tom will contact GLE and see if they can come in and answer questions regarding this new agreement. 
 
Rachel received notice from an Electric Transmission Company that intends to construct high voltage transmission lines from the Thumb area to Ludington. They provided information and contact number for any questions. 

George let the board know that after this year he will be done mowing and cleaning the cemetery. 

 Public Comment
Alicia commented that she worked an election once before and would still be interested in future elections.  
Announcements
The next regular Township Board Meeting is scheduled for July 21, 2026 at 4:00 PM.

Adjournment
A motion to adjourn was made by Sue and supported by George. Motion carried. 
Meeting adjourned at 5:11 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Rachel Bendele 
Custer Township Clerk
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